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Diagnosis of Abscess
Characteristics
•  Abscess: collection of pus that has built up within the tissue 
	 of the body.1 
•  Abscesses present as a localized, swollen, red, and painful area, 
	 often warm to the touch and sometimes with a visible 
	 pus-filled centre.1 
•  Abscess may feel as though it is filled with fluid or
	  “boggy” if it is pressed (fluctuates).1

•  Area of redness is often bigger than the area of swelling.2 
•  Pain, fever and chills may also be present.1

Causes 
•  Abscesses are usually caused by bacterial infections, with many different 
	 types of bacteria as possible etiologic agents.2-4
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